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« Towards Bhamdoun

Monuments éyplll plleoll
1. Al-Saydeh (our Lady) Church 5ol A€ )
2. Nabi'i Al-Shqif Hotel Caaill o sl ¥
(where Generals DeGaulle & Catro stayed) (5,589 Jgaus Il pamell agd J33)
3. 0ld Olive Press EPIRCIISS JUPVPY ¢

Natural Attractions éycpbll plleall
1. Ain (spring) Al-Jurn Oyl e \
2. Egilops & Poplar Woods 99 JJ;,_LA u‘),. Y
3. Camping Area

Btalloun Municipality 05-200231

An annual festival to celebrate the birth of Virgin Mary
is held annually on the 7th of September.

JjL\VuﬂoM\.U}Aul:-j@nlﬂ}uu‘aL‘“

Al-Ramliyyeh
ésloyll 4

1A (phaces
« Towards Ma'asarati

Lanll g4 g
Towards »
Nabi'i Al-Safa

Monuments eyl t'jé"'“

1. Ruins of an Old School Aaa® Luyore Lilas )
2. Ruins of a Lime Kiln ulSU gl Ll Y
3. Ruins of a Mill Laaad imlaa LG ¥
4. Ruins of a Grape Press Cie 3 yunna Lilgs ¢
5. 0ld Cemetery dayud 5 puda 0

Natural Attractions aacpbll plleall
1. Al-Nahr Farm BN VSV
2. Ain (spring) Al-Bassateen Oolead! (e ¥
3. Ain Al-Masri Srmadl e ¥
4. Abou Zable River Tl el et
5. Old Oak Tree 5 yane by 0
6. Oak, Egilops & Pine Nature Reserve Jgioy Jeba (olinin e

Recreation ayalaillg @y slull plleall
1. AFDC Center AFDC I 35,0 )
Restaurant, camping area, games, activities & sports. (s Aalaia cealas
03-493281/848412 05-280430 sl ailblady wlall




Bmehray

« Towards
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Nabi'i Al-Safa
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Monuments

1. Heritage Area

2. Roman Sarcophagi

3. 0Id Ruins

4. Al-Omda Al-Okaili Shrine

5. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges) Church

Natural Attractions

1. Pine Woods

2. Public Garden

3. Ain Al-Daya'a (Village Spring)
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Bhamdoun

abagllyganay gai
« Towards Bhamdoun Al-Mhatta

Mansourieh
éyjgnioll gai

Monuments

1. Ruins of a Grape & Molasses Press

2. 0ld Arch House

3. Al-Malloul Church

4. Ruins of a Grape Press

5. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
Orthodox Church

6. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
Maronite Church

7. 0ld Nakaha Khan (inn) Area

Natural Attractions

1. Ain (spring) Al-Druze

2. Ain Al-Mrouj

3. Ain Al-Ghanam Spring

4. Ain Al-Daya'a (village Spring)
5. 0ld Oak Tree

6. Ain A'anjar

7. Ain Al-Chouigh

Hotels
1. Hotel La Roche 05-260460
2. Hotel Al-Sakhra 05-260191

Restaurants
1. Chez Prince Restaurant 05-260179
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LftindS gl
« Towards
Kfarmatta

Monuments

1. First Post Office

2. Heritage House
3.0Id Inn

4. Silk Plant

5. 0ld Molasses Press
6. Old Bridge

7. Al-Jisr Mill

8. Al-Jadida Mill

Natural Attractions
1. Pine Woods

2. Al-Damour River

3. Al-Gabon River

Hotels
1. Touristic Motel

Restaurants

1. Mat'hanat Al-Kanater Café
2. Al-Jisrain Café

3. Andraos Brothers Café

Recreation
1. Pottery Plant
2. Pottery Oven
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Monuments gl plleall
1. Serail Aley dadle gl
2. West Neighborhood - Heritage Houses 41,5 Jobie — uyall Lt Y

Natural Attractions apcubll pllegll
1. Public Gardens Lole cula yuia )
Hotels wialiall
1. Aley Grand Hotel Jbeily 05-554760/1 !l SO ddle Bada )
2. Aley Highland Hotel 05-556110 T ddle wdLla Guia Y
3. Al-Riyad Hotel SRR
4. Regent Palace Hotel 05-553210/11/12 oL s Ul £
5. Al-Moughtaribin Hotel-Aley 03-679456 05-554936 4 Jle ¢yus ytiell 3000
6. Chalabi Hotel-Aley 05-550111 ddle Ll 3ais
7. Kasr Aley Hotel ddle ynd 3aia Y
Restaurants I..,.::LI:..;JI
1. Mundi Hadramout Kitchen 05-550777 Ciga yian (Gtin @alas )
2. Dunkin Donuts 03-729352 oaligs Sas ¥
3. Sahtain Restaurant 05-551888 O ‘“yu Y
4. Coffee Ateaco 4olS gagle ¢
5. Rigo Latto Restaurant SV ‘ur.u °
6. Falafel Khalifeh Restaurant Al Jodlag @alae 1
7. The Silo Restaurant 03-384284 shead) @alaa v
8. Papaya Restaurant 03-455116 LLL A
9. Valentino Café 42lS graills @alas &
10. Zad Al-Kheir Restaurant BEEEIINGS c,_._r.u )
11. Al-Baroudi Restaurant & Café @bl @alasy gaa )
12. Petit Café T 4slS g ealas Y
13. Chech Bech Restaurant il pls @alae VY
14. China Town Restaurant O9ls Lola

15. Al-Kahwé Restaurant 33431l @alas 10
16. Al-Intabli Restaurant hiiall @alae 11
17. Café Supreme 03-286881 (g 43lS ‘q...[a.A \v
18. Le Sage Restaurant 03-797277 o st

19. Moon Light Café 4lS co¥ (ga ala \°\
20. Cezar Restaurant 05-558201 Ol s @alas Y+
21. Petit Bateau Café 4318 g1l igs palaa YN
22. Al-Janneh Restaurant 05-550020 Lzl @alae YY
23. K.F.C 05-556026 [EREN g_l‘u.lm Yy
24. First Café Restaurant 48lS o yb @alaa Y2
25. Bambino Café 40lS gialy @alae YO

26.

Al-Istiraha Touristic Complex 05-556085/75 oLl 221

e T

27. Rotonda 05-557060 la3gigy YV
28. Samrano s YA
29. Kasr Asmahan Restaurant 05-555048/03-262243 )l gquul ,on3 @alae Y4
30. Planet Z 05-556110 e Y.
31. Al Khalegj Lilmundi Restaurant 05-555009 kel bl @alas ¥
32. La Terraca Restaurdnt T LB Y @daayy
33. Lutecia Café 03-979202 4.0lS Lyl

34. Al-Sini Restaurant 03-673712 all @alaall ¥E
35. Terrace Aley Restaurant 05-553149 adle Gl )3 @alas YO
36. Casino Piscine Aley 05-557370 ddle Gy 50)lS Y
37. Prado Restaurant 03-469131 93059 alas YV

38. Bagueltes House Restaurant Cuske S @alas YA
39. Arabica Café 03-306036 4018 IKul,l v

40. Layali Aley Restaurant 03-696167 aidle LI @alaa £+

41. Joffrey's T s t)
Recreation aadliillg @yslywll plleall
1. Symposium (Art Gallery) ol Jlee¥ o pea )
2. Aley Souk dlle Bow ¥

3. Aley Country Club 03-666042 OUS g BlS adle ¥
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(continued) [E"'"] '
4. Horseback Riding Club 03-312727/818112 Ay, ealit
5. All Stars Sports Club 03-377177 OIS G ygn 3ol gl 0

6. Symposium Aley dadle (o yeel
Furnished Apartments éuing paoll viddll
1. Al-Istiraha Touristic Complex 05-556075/85 o> b B T pama )
2. Family Tower 05-552277 ) 9l Gluala Y
3. Al-Merjan Plaza 155 ol el ¥
4. Beit Al-Alayli 05-552567/8/9 Ml cn ¢
5. Dynasty 05-556150 T il o
6. Furnished Suites 03-241410 didgyhe 3a5

7. Family Home psa Sluala v
8. Lou'lou'at Aley adle 33030 A



« Towards Aley
alle gai

Monuments

1. Old Monastery

2. The Patriarchal Church

3. Mar Youhanna (saint John) Church
4. Ruins of a Silk Plant

5. Al-Sa’ad Heritage House

Natural Attractions
1. Ain Al-Tout (Spring)

~ Towards A'ammiq
Lioc gai
Monuments
1. Mar Elias Monastery
2. Mar Youhanna (saint John) Monastery
3. Mar Takla Shrine
4. Ruins of an Old Monastery

Natural Attractions
1. Wadi Rechmayya River

Restaurants

1. Abou Issa Restaurant
2. Touristic Restaurants

3. Al-Moukhtar Restaurant

Recreation
1. Hydroelectric Station

(A pleasant Picnic Area)
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« Towards
Ain Drafil

~ Towards
Kfarmatta

Monuments

1. Old Mill

2. Shrine

3. 0ld Monastery
4. 0ld Palace

5. 0ld Souk

Natural Attractions

1. Ain (spring) Mezher

2. Versant of Ebeih Mountain Al-Moutayyar
3. Ain Al-Chawi

4. Versant of Al-Rouss Mountain
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Bhamdoun Al-Mhatta
abasll ygaen,

Monuments ayplll pllenll
1. Mar Elias Church ouldl Hle i€ Y
2. The Savior Church oalzdl LY
3. 0Id Train Station Loaaall HUazt AuiS Y
4. Al-Khourafi Mosque el el b

Hotels wiliall
1. Al-Sheikh Hotel 05-262900 ARV
2. Sheraton Hotel 05-260300 O3l ! 3uia Y
3. Moujaess Hotel 05-561254 soclzaBaiay
4. Mondial City Hotel 05-260066 e Jladige Guia ¢
5. Mondial Abdel Nour Hotel 05-260157 9l e Jlidige B ©
6. Al-Safir Hotel el a1
7. Arlequin Summer Suites s e OIS Y
8. Carlton Hotel 05-260557/8 gyl Bada A
9. Bhamdoun Suites 05-260455 g (ygdases &

Restaurants II,_g:Lb_.,_II
1. Jannit Bhamdoun Rest. & Café Ogtesms A @alang gia )
05-262090/03-778444
2. Al-Rim Restaurant & Park @2l o3tiag @alas ¥
3. Taj Kabab Rest. & Café 03-346612/334500 ols Ct' éiay G,JN. ¥
4. Al-Hallab M=l g
5. Full Moon Restaurant 05-260419
6. Duo Café Rest. & Café 03-803999
7. Café Halim 05-260038
oldest restaurant outside Beirut
8. Ward Sweets & Ice Cream
9. Hooters
10. La Cita Rest. & Café
11. Dip N'Crunch
12. La Statione
13. Al-Barmaki Restaurant
14. Olivo Restaurant
(in Carlton Hotel) (s S G Ja1s)
15. Marhebtein Rest. & Café 03-220717 O p0 @alang g30 10
16. Grand Café Restaurant aalS il Vv
17. Restaurants inside Al-Safir Hotel bl s S50 @ellas VY
o Hardees Restaurant 05-260519 ks (uxM o
o KFC Restaurant 05-260943 RV
o Starbucks 05-262677 e )\:M )

Recreation éydldillg @yolywll plleall
1. Amin Abdel Nour International Stadium ol Heitl use yaal ala )
2. Movie Theatre in Sheraton Hotel 05-260300 ™ -3 , il 3id b Leiew ¥
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« Towards
Nabi'i Al-Safa

Monuments
1. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
Orthodox Church
2. Khilwet (Druze Place of Worship)
Zeitouni Family
. Mar Gerges Maronite Church
. Khilwet Atallah Family
. Al-Akeili Historical Square
. Mar Elias Orthodox Church
. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
new Maronite Church
. Qoubbat Al-Sitt
. Evangelical Church

Natural Attractions

1. Ain (spring) Birkeh

2. Al-Daya'a Cave (village Cave)
3. Dahr Al-Tannour Spring

4. Ain Al-Tarcha

5. Ain Majed

6. Ain Al-A'kiba

7. Ain Al-Tamam

Restaurants
1. Al-Andalus Restaurant

ayplll pllenll
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Qoubbat Al-Sitt includes an underground tunnel reaching the center of the
village, through which soldiers have sneaked to the battleground (Al-Akeili
square) of Ain Dara, just next to the summer residence of Emir Bachir the

Third where a stone facade still stands.
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Btalloun
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The town's name can be traced back to the Syriac language,
meaning “the location of a small hill.” Btalloun, characterized
by its tranquility and fresh air, is a favored mountain spot for
people suffering from chest ailments or general weakness.
Recent improvements made in the infrastructure of the village,
including roads, electricity, phone communications and the
renovation of buildings, have considerably increased the
number of its summer residents and visitors.

Al-Ramliyyeh
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The name of the town is Arabic, meaning “sandy ground” or
“sandstone.” It is reported that while digging in the Haret Al-
Shahla area of Al-Ramliyyeh some fifty years ago, an ancient
sarcophagus was uncovered, but it was broken into pieces.




Bmehray
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Bmehray contains the remains of Roman monuments and rock
sarcophagi, but there is no record at all of the history of the
village. Most probably, its first inhabitants were tradesmen
engaged in the trade of cedar wood, which is still abundant in
the area. Bmehray was the first village in the north to become
part of the Shelter of Arz Al-Chouf. It has one million square
meters of cedar trees, as well as at least three million square
meters of pine trees.

Before the war, the main source of income for the village was
horticulture, especially apples. Attempts to revitalize this economic
activity, however, are being hindered by the lack of water for
irrigation. There are no restaurants or hotels at Bmehray, but there
are several sites close to houses and in the pine forests that are
pleasantly suitable for picnics and camping.

Bhamdoun
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The origin of the name Bhamdoun comes from the Aramaic
language and means “desire and beauty.” Situated on the
heights above Aley, the town is noted for its dry, healthy

climate and natural beauty and is favored as one of the most
distinguished and oldest of Lebanese summer resorts. As with
Aley, the railroad that was built to link Beirut with Damascus
passed through Bhamdoun and turned it into one of the first
Lebanese mountain resorts. Every summer since then, the town
has continued to attract people of affluence from countries
throughout the Middle East region. In and around the town used
to be some remains of ancient gravestones and sarcophagi
that attested to the town’s long history. In addition to the site
of “Nakaha Khan” that was frequently visited by Ottoman and
German officers during World War I.
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The town’s name in Arabic means “the bridge of the judge.” Its
origin dates back to the days of the Mamluks, when a judge

in nearby Ain Ksour, Emir Zeinddine Al-Tanoukhi, decided to
build a bridge over the Damour riverbed at the site, between
Deir Al-Qamar and Abey, to link together the regions of Chouf
and Aley. In 1886, when it was found that the bridge could

not handle vehicle traffic, the ruler of Mount Lebanon, Wassa
Bacha (1883-1892), built a new bridge parallel to the old one.
Jisr Al-Qadi is well known for its clay pottery workshops, where
residents of the town still produce handmade earthenware in
the old traditional way.

Aley
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The name Aley goes back to the Aramaic language and means
“the high place.” Despite evidence of a long history, as
revealed in the ancient burial sites carved into the rocks that
are found there, Aley remained a small, insignificant village
until the beginning of the twentieth century. It did not gain
prominence until the railroad linking Beirut to Damascus was
built between 1892 and 1895 and passed through it. The new,
easy means of transportation attracted the people of Beirut,
more and more, to spend their summer months in Aley and
enjoy its pleasant climate. Since then, Aley has become one of
the most popular summer resorts of Mount Lebanon and the
choice vacation spot for many Arab dignitaries.
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The name originates from the Aramaic-Syriac, meaning “the
abundant and overflowing spring.” Ain Trez, which is located in
the caza of Aley to the north of Rechmayya, has some ruins
that date back to the ancient Semitic era. Sites of interest

in the village are an eighteenth-century castle, which is the
summer center of the Catholic Patriarchate, as well as the
Church of Saint John the Beloved Disciple and the Church of
the Virgin Mary.
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ul 5 550 giall cilaglasll Joaig .o lall b L,.u-liu..\.d-" P ER OO [ P 1 ‘q...hl‘
(A wwﬂ‘ﬂyﬂuﬂwﬁﬁulsg}d‘HJayﬂwﬁbJj‘
23l

delagy Lellammy g« ua sl Goslall il (e 3,500 Lgigun wa)
di)a}”ushuﬂuau»yw%b;‘}oﬂ‘}lmwwwbﬂ
4_u\.u.U| ML.A)UtnLM uuj_u}h_\‘)l.n).m ;U.ij x)_,:r_‘alluﬂa)}a_znﬂ
UIAjkszL.)s)Lam Lu:.\‘ Aliag VWV '\(;L«." Szl A}.uJM})La.H
Leadiy J3oe e 3,591 3 ¥ ;Pmyulcb)wummlc)gu..lt;u)
‘aul_u_é.).umkc),g.dlchbM5h¢al|tué):u@;l}gsjo)_y)cahstu
-S|
auo}mdwud‘ubﬂsﬂiﬁw| JJ}S&JA:.ALM)«A‘)_\MM':}M

0
).u.U

Rechmayya in Syriac means “the source of water,” but the
village was named as such because the first inhabitants of the
site during the Fakhreddine era came from Saki Rachmayya,
next to Byblos, and so decided to give their new home the
same name.

It is pleasant to walk through the village. Old houses line the
main street, and several of the buildings are classified as
historic monuments. Of special interest are the eighteenth-
century Maronite Monastery of Saint Antoine, the Church of
Mar Qirigos and the old residence of Geagea Abi Farah. On the
hillsides of the town are ancient tombs cut into the rock. The
village has an abundance of water, whose source is the spring
of Nabi’i Al-Safa, which passes through the valley and flows
into the village.

A pleasant picnic spot is the verdant area below the village
around the hydroelectric station, which is powered by the
waters of Nabi’i Al-Safa.
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The known history of Abey goes back to the Middle Ages,
although traces have been uncovered that indicate the

site was inhabited long before then. In the middle of the

8th century, during the time of the Abbasid caliphate, the
Tannoukhi princes reigned in the area. Among the landmarks
belonging to the later feudal age are the Princes’ Road and
the remains of the palaces of Emir Ka’adan Al-Tannoukhi,
Sheikh Riyad Amineddine, and Al-Sayyed Abdallah Al-Tannoukhi,
a prominent Druze during the late 15th century.

The word “Abey,” written as “E’abey” in historical manuscripts
originates from Syriac language, meaning “the woods” or
“dense tree area.” Abey also has a number of churches built
by European missionaries in the 17th century, among them the
Church of Saints Sarkis and Bakhos, Mar Maroun Church and
the Evangelical Church.
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The nineteenth-century railway between Beirut and Damascus
that passed through Bhamdoun also stopped at Bhamdoun Al-
Mhatta (meaning in Arabic “the station of Bhamdoun”). At that
time, the site was no more than the railway station. There was
only one house there in 1904, but it rapidly became a town.
Today, Bhamdoun Al-Mhatta is a leading summer resort, with
many hotels, hundreds of shops and thousands of residences
for summer visitors, in addition to a number of religious
centers catering to different religions.
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The name of the town is attributed to Darius, a Persian prince
or king who used to go hunting in the area. He would pitch his
tent by a spring (ain), which led to the village site named Ain
Darrius (later modified to Ain Dara). Some trace the word Dara
back to the Aramaic language, in which it means “dwellings.”
Aramaic rock inscriptions have been found in the Tayroush
area, in addition to the remains of an ancient temple, some
pillars, a basin and other antiquities.

Still standing in Ain Dara are the ruins of two watchtowers that
were used during the famous battle of Ain Dara between the
Al-Kaisseyeen and the Yamaneyeen. There are also some very
old buildings, such as the Maronite Church of Mar Gerges (St.
Georges) and the Orthodox Church of Mar Gerges. Ain Dara is
noted as well for its abundance of springs.




